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Ideas for teaching mathematical vocabulary 
 

Step 1. Explicit instruction 

Pupils may naturally acquire new vocabulary through learning experiences. However, these experiences 

are not sufficient for many children. This is why the key first step in language teaching is explicit instruction. 

The new terminology needs to be introduced and explored in various ways by providing hands-on 

experiences if possible.  

The second stage allows children to restate in their own words and connect it to their existing schema. This 

can be achieved in different ways. Such as: 

a) allowing pupils to rephrase it for someone else to understand. For examples, a younger child, a parent 

or the headteacher 
 

b) combining pictures, symbols and words using ‘Frayer’ type models can be helpful, similar to those 

shown below. 

 

 

 

 


